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. . . a real answer to some of the problems of today’s 
high construction costs! R-W FoldeR-Way partitions shave 
costs from the beginning—by permitting versatile and 
extensive use of every available foot of floor area in 
planning. In schools, churches, hotels, restaurants—for 
gymnasiums, auditoriums, classrooms, stages, swimming 
pools—FoldeR-Way partitions provide space-saving, 
profitable dividers for wide-open areas, selectively 
barring passage of sound, light and traffic. 

Backed by seventy-five years of practical manufacturing 
experience, Richards-Wilcox offers a complete line of 
folding partitions—an answer to every problem. Out¬ 
standing installations in all parts of the country attest 
the popularity and practicality of FoldeR-Way partitions, 
automatically and manually operated. They can be 
furnished in all types and combinations of wood, vinyls, 
metals, or duck coverings to meet the most exacting 
decorating specifications. 


design 

Competent Richards-Wilcox engineers are 
ready to survey your folding partition prob¬ 
lems and recommend the FoldeR-Way par¬ 
tition to produce the desired result. Years of 
research engineering and manufacturing 
experience go into the design of each R-W 
folding partition. 

production 

Extensive modern plant facilities and equip¬ 
ment, coupled with painstaking quality con¬ 
trol, enable Richards-Wilcox to produce a 
complete line of unexcelled folding par¬ 
titions for every purse and purpose. Ma¬ 
terials for each component of every 
partition are carefully selected for maxi¬ 
mum performance and minimum upkeep. 
Their assembly assures a partition of lasting 
satisfaction. 


Let your factory-trained R-W engineer survey your prob¬ 
lem and recommend the right FoldeR-Way partition for 
the task. Contact the nearest Richards-Wilcox branch 
office, listed on back cover. 


R-W guarantee 

Upon completion of the installation of any 
R-W FoldeR-Way partition, the Richards- 
Wilcox Manufacturing Company will furnish 
its standard written guarantee. 


Four way FoldeR-Way partition. Janesville, Wisconsin Senior High School. Law, Law, Potter & Nystrom, Architects 








Instruction area 
U.S. Army Staff 
and Command School 


partitions folded 


West Senior High School 
Aurora, Illinois 
Architects: Childs & Smith 
Chicago, Illinois 


University of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Architects: Schmidt, Garden & 
Erickson, Chicago, Illinois 


Hotel Leamington 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Grace McWayne School 
Batavia, Illinois 
Architect: Raymond A. Orput 
Rockford, Illinois 




















partitions in place 


folding aluminum 
gym partition anywhere. 
Deluxe automatic, R-W 
No. 200 panels 


Deluxe automatic 
Specially veneered No. 368CC 
Panel with chalkboard. 




135 top supported 
center hung. No. 368 
panels. Special application. 


No. 237 top supported 
edge hung installation. 
No. 368 panels with chalkboard. 



Four way partition. 
No. 535 operation, floor 
supported, No. 368B panels. 


types of operation 



fully automatic • top hung • height as required 

Folding, unfolding, locking, unlocking, and sound-retarding accom¬ 
plished by simply turning the switch key. Opened partition posi¬ 
tively locks to floor without bolts, keepers, guides or tracks at floor. 
Positive roller chain drive. No opening is too wide or high for this 
automatic equipment. R-W Deluxe Automatic No. 405-888. 



all panels hinged together 

top hung (at panel centers) • height as required 

Recommended for all sizes and types of openings whenever manual 
operation is preferred and adequate overhead support is provided. 
Doesn’t require floor track or guides. Floating floor seal available. 

Flush throw bolts provided. R-W No. 135. 

> —=- 

edge hung 


manually operated 

panels hinged in pairs 

top hung (at panel edges) • heights up to lO'-O" 

Recommended for all widths of openings where adequate overhead 
support is provided. Panels fold on one side only of the center 
track—ideal for proscenium arch installations. Requires floor track 
for guide purposes only. Pair operation permits partial closures 
with finished appearance. R-W No. 237. 

floor bearing (at panel edges) • height as required 

For use when load must be supported at floor rather than from 
overhead. All panels fold on one side only of center track. Partial 
closure yields finished appearance. Requires floor track to support 
entire load, top track for guide. R-W No. 535. 


manually operated 

individual top hung (at panel edges) • height as required 

Recommended for installations that require the ultimate in flexibility 
and sound control. This modular system permits use of individual 
panels in any location. Panels require adequate means for support¬ 
ing the load from overhead. Track, hangers and brackets can be 
completely concealed above the ceiling, no floor track or guides are 
required. R-W No. 442. 
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Richards-Wilcox FoldeR-Way Partitions 



extruded 
aluminum edge 


plywood 
(veneer as 
specified) 


tempered 
Presdwood 
wainscot — 


duck, vinyl 
or other —^ 

plastic covering 


tempered” 
Presdwood 
or plywood 
backing 


honeycomb core 


honeycomb core 


plywood 


honeycomb core 


honeycomb core 


duck, vinyl 

or other plastic covering 


plywood facing 


duck, vinyl 

or other plastic covering 


aluminum facing 


partition 

operation 


no hinges 
in playing 
area 


height as 
specified 


tempered Presdwood 


types of panels • construction 


wainscot. Other 
wainscots as 
specified. 


NOTE: Passage doors, chalkboards and corkboards are available as optional 
equipment. The panel types illustrated are standard units. Where additional 
sound insulating qualities are required, special types are available. 































































operating equipment 



electrically operated 


R-W DeLuxe fully automatic partition • top hung 


power unit—Electrical equipment includes motor, speed 
reducer, magnetic brake, relay, friction clutch, limit switches 
and key switch with OPEN-STOP-CLOSE control. Unit is wired, 
assembled and ready for connection to power source. Emergency 
release provided permits manual operation in case of temporary 
power failure. Power unit assures correct operation under all con¬ 
ditions, eliminating entirely the human element. 


motors 

width of openings 

rates of travel 

3 A h.p. 

to 75' wide 

30 ft. per min. 

1 h.p. 

75' to 115' wide 

30 ft. per min. 

1 Vi h.p. 

115' to 150' wide 

30 ft. per min. 


hardware—No. 888 adjustable hangers and No. 888 lock-joint 
enclosed track (illustrated) guarantee satisfactory operation for the 
life of the building. Track is rigidly fixed to supporting truss by direct 
attachment through the use of steel brackets and Vs" threaded 
drop rods. Fully automatic floor seals are self-adjusting to uneven 
floors. Positive non-sag roller chain drive operates over ball bearing 
sprockets. Equipment also includes all necessary automatic folding 
and straightening devices. 

You turn the switch key —R-W does the rest. 



manually operated 


R-W No. 135 top-hung partition • height as required 

Operating equipment includes four-wheel ball bearing adjustable 
hangers, lock joint enclosed track, steel supporting brackets, flush 
pulls, flush bolts, hinges and all operating devices for jamb and 
pocket doors. Hangers are located at each alternate full width 
door. Hardware correctly scaled to weight and size of doors. 


R-W No. 237 top-hung partition • to 10' high 

Operating equipment includes adjustable two-wheel ball bearing 
hangers, self-adjusting floor guides, R-W lock-joint enclosed track, 
steel supporting brackets, flush pulls, flush bolts, and either butt 
or invisible hinges. Hangers are located at outside corner of each 
panel pair. 

R-W No. 535 floor bearing partition • height as required 

Operating equipment includes steel top and bottom tracks, ad¬ 
justable bottom rollers, top guides, pivots, spring expansion units, 
safety folding-locking mechanism, and either butt or invisible hinges. 
Each pair of doors is carried on two bottom rollers. 

R-W No. 442 individual top hung partition • height as required 

Operating equipment includes R-W No. 2035 or No. 888 enclosed 
track, steel supporting brackets, ball bearing hangers with anchor 
bolt attachment, flush pulls, directional positioner units and seals. 
Each door is carried on two hangers. 




automatic rubber floor seal 


roller drive-chain 


4 wheel, ball-bearing 
lock-joint track with 5 / 8 
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Richards-Wilcox FoldeR-Way Partitions 
details scale: 3"= 1 '-O v 


steel contractor to 
punch truss for bolts 
per R-W template 

































































































































































































































typical plans of installation 


NOTE -> 


rm 


Opening must contain an odd number of 
equal width doors folding toward any 
one jamb. All pocket widths shown are 
based on recommended door width of 
4'-0". 


closed pocket 


x 


with manuall y operated 
pocket door 


TTrrrrrn 

.!!l 


i i .r, < 
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closed pocket 

=fl= 


with automaticall y operated 
pocket door 


When partition is closed into 
pocket, the two pocket doors re¬ 
main open as indicated. 


no pockets 
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jamb 

1 Vi" = 1' 






jamb 

V/2" = r 


® motor outlet 

Motor outlet located at top of 
opening. Electrical contractor to 
provide 3 #14 wires from key 
switch. Recommended power: 220 
or 440 volts, 60 cycle, 3 phase. 

© key switch 
Key switch outlet recommended 
4'-6" above floor but far enough 
from pocket to permit 180° op¬ 
eration of pocket door. 
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Richards-Wilcox FoldeR-Way Partitions 


details scale: 3" = 1 -0" 
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panels hinged in pairs 


R-W No. 535-floor bearing 




track for concrete floor 


track for concrete floor track for wood floor 


3 


I 


jambs 


folding into pocket —special jambs 



535 

535 

1 H' 

13M' 

5 W 

2W 

18 V 

3' 

co 

2? 

535 

535 

2M' 
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IV 

3' 

3 V 

535 

535 

3' 

19 H' 

oo 

3 W 

IV 
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Richards-Wilcox FoldeR-Way Partitions 


details scale:3" = l'-0 



0=0 


manually operated 

R-W No. 442 —individual hung 


showing double movable wall 
for maximum sound control 



sound barrier consisting of 
2" thick Insulating material tightly 
fitted from ceiling to slab above > 


n 



rrn 111111111 rmn 


sound 

insulation board 


floor and 
ceiling to be 
level Vb" ± 


crank-down 
floor seal 


finished floor 
level Vs" — v 
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architectural specifications 







R-W DeLuxe Fully Automatic—top hung 

general—Sound-retarding folding partitions shown on plans shall 
be R-W DeLuxe Automatic Electric “FoldeR-Way” type as manu¬ 
factured, installed and guaranteed by the Richards-Wilcox Com¬ 
pany, Aurora, Illinois. 

operation—A single electric operating mechanism located at top 
of opening at side jamb shall provide automatic folding and unfold¬ 
ing, locking and unlocking of all partition doors with complete 
electrical control of all operations from the key switch located 
as shown on plan. Operation shall provide a one inch minimum 
operating clearance between the bottom of the partition and floor 
during opening and closing cycle, but the final closing movement 
shall automatically cause the entire partition to seal this space 
against the transmission of sound by compressing the heavy con¬ 
tinuous moulded rubber seal and also lock all doors in fully closed 
position without the use of floor bolts, keepers, levers or other 
manually operated devices. 

operating equipment—The operating equipment shall be complete 
with motor, speed reducer, friction clutch, relays, limit switches, 
key control switch and emergency release mechanism. Supporting 
track shall be R-W No. 888 lock-joint enclosed type with Vs" 
cold rolled steel bar runways. Track shall be rigidly fixed to the 
supporting structure by direct attachment through the use of steel 
brackets and Vs" threaded drop rods. The partition shall be 
operated on No. 888 heavy duty four-wheel, ball-bearing hangers 
with 3 diameter wheels. Installation shall also include all necessary 
automatic folding and straightening devices. All operating hard¬ 
ware shall be concealed. 


R-W No. 135—top hung 

general—Sound-retarding folding partitions shown on plans shall 
be R-W No. 135 Manually Operated “FoldeR-Way” type as manu¬ 
factured by the Richards-Wilcox Manufacturing Company, Aurora, 
Illinois. 

operation—All panels folding toward a single jamb shall be 
hinged together and shall operate as a unit. Alternate panels 
shall be top-supported at center by a ball bearing hanger operating 
in overhead concealed lock-joint track. The partition shall be 
locked in its closed position by flush bolts operating in keepers 
installed flush with the finished floor. This operation shall not re¬ 
quire the use of floor tracks or floor guides. 

operating equipment—The operating equipment shall be R-W 

135 . (-1,-2, — 3: see table page 8) with steel lock-joint 

track and necessary four wheel ball bearing hangers with concealed 
anchor bolt attachment, steel brackets, pulls, bolts, hinges and floor 

seals. Exposed hardware shall be finished .. (specify 

U. S. Standard finish number.) 

panel construction—Partition doors shall be No.9 wood veneered 

solid core construction (see page 8) or sound retarding No.. 

(see details page 4). All vertical edges shall be finished with 
continuous metal hinge strips insulated with vinyl. 


panel construction—Partition doors shall be sound-retarding 

No. (as detailed on page 4). All vertical edges shall 

be finished with continuous metal hinge strips insulated with vinyl, 
trim—Finished head and side trim shall be considered a part of 
the partition installation. 

other equipment ( optional )—Pocket doors, passage doors, cork- 
boards, chalkboards. 

installation and guarantee—Upon their completion of the installa¬ 
tion, the Richards-Wilcox Manufacturing Company shall furnish their 
written guarantee covering satisfactory workmanship, materials, in¬ 
stallation, and operation. 

work by others—All rough bucks, outlets, conduits, wiring, nec¬ 
essary electrical work and connections to operator and switches 
at the site, filling, staining, painting, and punching of truss to re¬ 
ceive track brackets shall be by others in accordance with R-W 
standard details approved by the architect. 


other equipment ( optional )—Pocket doors, passage door, cork- 
boards (one or both sides), chalkboards (one or both sides), floor 
seals (No. 135 full floating Sound-retarding Floor Seals recom¬ 
mended for all No. 1 35 partitions using sound-retarding panels). 

installation—The partitions consisting of all operating hardware 
doors and trim as specified, shall be furnished and installed com¬ 
plete by Richards-Wilcox Manufacturing Company. 

guarantee—Upon their completion of the installation, the Richards- 
Wilcox Manufacturing Company shall furnish its written guarantee 
covering satisfactory workmanship, materials, installation, and 
operation. 

work by others—All rough bucks, track supports, filling, staining 
and painting shall be by others in accordance with R-W standard 
details approved by the architect. 




• • . if your problem isn’t answered in this catalog . . . 

Many folding partition problems do not lend themselves to solution 
by the standard arrangements covered in this catalog. But there is an 
ideal R-W “FoldeR-Way” partition for every problem involving the 
effective division of space, traffic and sound. R-W Folding Partitions 
may be designed and “custom” constructed of economical standard 
component parts to meet almost any conceivable situation. 


The Richards-Wilcox Manufacturing Company maintains a staff of 
partition Engineers backed by years of experience in the field. At 
your request they will make an engineering survey of your building 
plans or present facilities and submit a report graphically illustrating 
how R-W Folding Partitions will meet your need. Request your sur¬ 
vey today. There is no charge or obligation for this R-W Service. 
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Richards-Wilcox FoldeR-Way Partitions 


architectural specifications 






manually operated 


0=0 


R-W No. 237—top hung R-W No. 535—floor bearing 

heights up to lO'-O" high height as required 

general —Sound-retarding pair-operated partitions as shown on 

plans shall be R-W No. (specify No. 237 if top hung or 

No. 535 if floor bearing) manually operated “FoldeR-Way” type 
as manufactured by Richards-Wilcox Manufacturing Company, 
Aurora, Illinois. 

operation —Partition operation shall provide for subdivision into 
a series of independently operated units, each single unit to con¬ 
sist of two equal width edge-supported panels hinged together. 
Each pair shall be equipped with folding-locking mechanism which 
shall hold panels rigidly in their closed position. 

operating equipment —The operating equipment shall be R-W No. 

. (specify No. 237 if top hung—for doors up to 10' high— 

or No. 535 if floor bearing—height as required). Equipment shall 
include top and bottom tracks, brackets, hangers, guides, pivots, 
spring expansion units, safety folding locking mechanism, butt (or 
invisible) hinges and all other operating equipment required for 
satisfactory operation. 

panel construction —Partition doors shall be No. 9 wood veneered 

solid core construction (see page 8) or sound retarding No... . 

(see details page 4). All vertical edges shall be finished with 
continuous metal hinge strips insulated with vinyl. 

other equipment ( optional )—Pocket doors, passage doors, cork- 
boards (one or both sides), chalkboards (one or both sides). 

installation —The partitions consisting of all operating hardware, 
doors and trim as specified, shall be furnished and installed com¬ 
plete by Richards-Wilcox Manufacturing Company. 

guarantee —Upon their completion of the installation, the Richards- 
Wilcox Manufacturing Company shall furnish their written 
guarantee covering satisfactory workmanship, materials, installation 
and operation. 

work by others —All rough bucks, track supports (as needed), 
filling, staining and painting shall be by others in accordance with 
R-W standard details approved by the architect. 


R-W NO. 442 Individual top hun£ height as required. 

general —Sound-retarding movable walls shown on plans shall 
be R-W manually operated “Door-Wall” type as manufactured by 
the Richards-Wilcox Manufacturing Company, Aurora, Illinois. 

operation —All panels to be individually operated. Panels shall be 
supported at the top by ball bearing hangers of the proper size. 
The panels will be manually moved in or out of storage as required. 
Panels will be locked and stabilized in position by No. 442 Floor 
Seal Mechanisms. No hinges, floor guides or hazardous and un¬ 
sightly floor tracks will be used. 

operating equipment —The operating equipment shall be R-W 
No. 442-2035—R-W No. 442-888 (specify one as required) steel 
track and necessary four wheel ball bearing hangers with concealed 
anchor bolt attachment, steel brackets, pulls, bolts and floor seals. 
Exposed hardware shall be finished . . . (specify U.S. Standard 
Finish number). 

panel construction —The panels shall be of . . . (specify type de¬ 
sired as shown on page 4). NOTE: As this type of operation usually 
involves usage in critical sound areas the panels can be designed 
and constructed to offer any degree of sound control as may be 
required after all conditions have been determined. 

other equipment ( optional) —Pocket doors, passage door, cork- 
boards (one or both sides), and chalk-boards (one or both sides). 

installation —The panels consisting of all operating hardware op¬ 
tional equipment and trim as specified, shall be furnished and 
installed complete by the Richards-Wilcox Manufacturing Company 
and shall be fully guaranteed as to workmanship, materials, in¬ 
stallation and operation. 

guarantee —Upon their completion of the installation, the Richards- 
Wilcox Manufacturing Company shall furnish its standard written 
guarantee. 

work by others— All rough bucks, track supports, filling, staining 
and painting shall be by others in accordance with R-W standard 
details approved by the architect. 


In the interest of progress and improvement the specifications in this catalog may be changed without notice. 



RICHARDS-WILCOX 


Manufacturing Company 

AURORA • ILLINOIS 


branch offices 

ALBUQUERQUE-11412 Bellamah, N.E. 
ATLANTA 19-4004 Peachtree Rd. f N.E 
BOSTON 30-375 Centre St., 

Jamaica Plain Dist. 

BUFFALO 25-428 Beach Rd., 

Cheektowaga 25, N.Y. 
CHICAGO 35-6968 W. North Ave. 
CINCINNATI 2-511 Provident Bank Bldg. 
CLEVELAND 7-1575 W. 117th St. 

DALLAS 6—4924 Greenville Ave. 

DENVER 9-533 E. Ohio Ave. 

DES MOINES 9-412 Hubbell Bldg. 
DETROIT 19-19135 W. McNichols Rd. 
GRAND RAPIDS 2-433 Houseman Bldg. 
HOUSTON 2-611 M & M Bldg. 

PEORIA, ILL.—400 Merle Lane 


AX 9-7844 
CE 3-5401 

JA 2-3420 

PL 6838 
BE 7-0643 
CH 1-3902 
AC 6-5626 
EM 8-5494 
SH 4-3359 
CH 4-0231 
KE 7-3875 
GL 1-1603 
FA 3-8662 
2-3272 


INDIANAPOLIS 20-5428 N. Keystone Ave. 
KANSAS CITY 10, MO.—1102 E. 47th St. 
LOS ANGELES 57-2323 W. Third St. 
MILWAUKEE 16-4003 W. Capitol Dr. 
MINNEAPOLIS 3-321 Plymouth Bldg. 
NASHVILLE-1613 Franklin Ave. 

NEW ORLEANS 16-2025 Canal St. 

NEW YORK 13-105 Reade St. 

OKLAHOMA CITY 6-1605 N.W. 11th St. 
PHILADELPHIA 7-121 N. Broad St. 
PITTSBURGH 28-448 Washington Rd. 
PORTLAND 4-320 S.W. Stark St. 

SAN FRANCISCO 10-850 S. Van Ness Ave. 
ST. LOUIS 10-5100 Oakland Ave. 

SEATTLE 9-1160 Fairview, N. 

TAMPA 4—1010 Briarwood Ave. 
WASHINGTON 5, D.C.-811 Albee Bldg. 


CL 5-7492 
VA 1-5001 
DU 8-6173 
HI 2-7230 
FE 5-3813 
CA 7-1504 
MA 0454 
WO 2-1880 
JA 5-1168 
LO 3-3068 
LO 1-1836 
CA 3-6473 
Ml 8-6700 
OL 2-5567 
MA 2-3650 
WE 5-7842 
Dl 7-0985 
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